HUD-VA Supported Housing  (HUD-VASH)
VA CT Homeless Program  
HUD-VASH

This joint Supported Housing Program with the US Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) provides permanent housing and ongoing case management treatment services for homeless veterans who would not be able to live independently without the support of case management. This program allows veterans to live in veteran selected apartment units with a “Housing Choice” Section 8 voucher. These vouchers are portable so that veterans can live in communities served by their VA medical facility where case management services can be provided. HUD- VASH services include outreach and case management to ensure integration of services and continuity of care. This program enhances the ability of the VA to serve homeless women veterans, as well as other targeted homeless veterans, and their immediate families. Evaluation of an earlier similar program indicates that this approach significantly reduces days of homelessness for veterans and most veteran participants remained permanently housed.

VA Connecticut's HUD-VASH is a treatment and supported housing program that offers clinical supports and rental subsidies to homeless veterans who predominantly suffer from serious mental illness and/or substance addictive disorders. Homeless veterans must demonstrate a need for case management services.  Referrals from Community Providers should be discussed with HUD-VASH staff (Nicole Campbell-Waterbury, or HCHV Permanent Housing Specialist, Varsha DuBose). 
HUD-VASH Housing Choice Vouchers have been assigned by HUD to local Public Housing Authorities.  Some of these vouchers will be utilized in the Waterbury Region. 

The VASH Program is a treatment program designed to address the case management needs of veterans experiencing homelessness.

The VASH Program is not an affordable housing program to assist veterans only needing financial support to access housing.
For more information contact Waterbury Point Person Nicole Campbell, 203.479.8075 or Program Coordinator John Sullivan at the Errera Community Care Center, 203.479.8043.  Fax # 203.479.8001.
VASH PROGRAM ELIGIBILITY 
· Eligibility for VACT Health Care and engaging in treatment
· Referral source assessment of need for case management services

· Meet the McKinney definition of homelessness (below)

· Meet Section 8 '09 income guidelines ($27,400 per year)

· Achieve 90 days documented sobriety

HOMELESS CRITERIA as defined by McKinney Act:

An individual (or family group) who lacks a fixed regular and adequate night time residence and who has a primary night time residence that is:

· a supervised publicly or privately operated shelter designed to provide temporary living accommodations including welfare hotels, congregate shelters, and transitional housing for mentally ill;
· an institution that provides a temporary residence for individuals intended to be institutionalized; 
· or, a public or private place not designed for, or ordinarily used as, a regular sleeping accommodation for human beings.
High priority in this program is for chronically homeless veterans and families (defined as consistently homeless for one year or 4 episodes of homelessness in past 3 years).
Note: The term “homeless” or “homeless individual” does  not  include any individual imprisoned or otherwise detained pursuant to an Act of Congress or a state law
REFERRAL PROCEDURE

I. Submission of HUD-VASH Referral Form

II. Review by HUD-VASH Screening Committee

III. If admitted to VASH, development of VASH Treatment Plan and Behavioral Contract

IV. Completion of West Haven Housing Authority Section 8 Application

